May 2014
Message from the President
Chris Kane
It’s May 1st and the Lake is starting to warm up.
This winter was a mild one, only about a foot of snow
and mild temperatures—with a lot of rain in February
and March. Now, we are all looking forward to
summer fun and warm water.
Since my last message in the October 2013
Newsletter, I have much to report. First, our 2013
Directory was published in early November and mailed
out to our 282 members. We hope you like it and will
help keep it up to date by alerting us to email address
changes, etc. We have a number of extra copies for
new members this year at no charge as well as those
who want an extra copy ($10).
Second, the LCIA Board met in early March to
discuss and agree on 2014 goals as follows:
1. Improve our communications with our
members and other lake residents;
2. Update the usage policy for the Community
Center;
3. Attract new leadership and volunteers for
the LCIA;
4. Increase the LCIA membership to 300;
5. Review criteria for a possible LCIA associate
membership with a view toward promoting
involvement by younger Lake residents;
6. Continue to promote good relationships with
the Fire Department and Auxiliary; and
7. Develop and begin to implement a plan for
the improvement of the Community Center.
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We will be elaborating on how we intend to
address these goals at our kickoff general meeting on
Memorial Day Saturday at 10AM. I want to highlight
four goals:
First, improving our communication with our
members should be easier now that we have high
speed DSL internet on the Lake. Do our readers
check their email while at the Lake? Would you like
to know that a volunteer is leading a hike to climb
Haystack Mountain or a walk around the Lake? How
easy is it to pay your LCIA dues on the internet? Stay
tuned to more about improving our communication
with our members.
Improving the grounds and storage capability
of the Community Center is also a priority. We
President’s Message cont’d on page 2
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Calendar This:

President’s Message cont’d from page 1
discussed both landscaping and additional storage
last year but never came to a conclusion. Our
balance sheet looks positive. Your Board feels that
it’s high time that the landscaping looks as good as
the interior of the CC.
Two other 2014 goals are related--attracting
new leadership/volunteers and promoting
involvement by younger Lake owners. There is a
younger generation of homeowners and
sons/daughters of homesteaders, whom we want to
engage in the life of our Lake Community. We want
to see them at our meetings, hear about their needs
and wants, and tap into their energy. I’m guessing
the average age at our general meetings is not
representative of the water skiers on the Lake.
Enough said!
Looking ahead to social events, we want to
repeat History Nite at the Lake in mid-summer as
well as the wildly successful 2013 Labor Day Dance.
What other social events would you like to see this
summer and are you willing to be involved?

LCFDA’s 2014 Pancake
Breakfast & Quilt Raffle!
Ann Penry
The Auxiliary had its first meeting of the
season on March 12th. Nine of us worked together
to create a beautiful new quilt which will be
raffled off. Below is a picture of the king size
quilt/queen size bed spread with a fishing theme.
We are excited to display it for you at the Pancake
Breakfast!
Raffle tickets and/or information are
available now from any auxiliary member: $1.00
each ticket / 6 for $5.00! All proceeds from this
quilt will be given to the Oso Relief Fund.
Our officers are:
President – Linda Lemke
Vice President – Stephen Smith
Secretary - Lyn Domby
Treasurer - Ann Penry

Before closing, I want to thank a number of
Lake neighbors who went above and beyond the call
of duty during the off-season. The Oso landslide
tragedy--only seven miles from the head of the Lake
as the crow flies—brought out an outpouring of
support from the community. Jeff Smith, who has
worked for many of us at the lake, for example,
donated his strong back and his heavy equipment to
clear debris and rebuild an access road to the site.
On April 12th, almost 100 Lake neighbors gathered in
the Community Center to hear a report from the
Darrington volunteer fire fighters, raise $7,200 in
donations, and enjoy chili and cornbread. Thanks to
Jean Miller and Barbara Busby for organizing this
event.
Thanks also for those volunteers who spent
Saturday, April 26th, cleaning up bottles, paper, and
other manmade debris from the roadways in all
directions from the Lake.
So hold on to your hats for summer season
2014. We promise you a ride for your money.
Speaking of which, please pay your $40 dues
electronically if possible or at the first general
meeting on Memorial Day Saturday, May 24th.

Plans are being made for the annual
Pancake Breakfast and Logo Merchandise Sale
which will be held on May 25th from 8:00 a.m. to
12:00. Our Design Team has worked hard
choosing some great items with the lake logo on
them to present to you on that day!
The 29th Once Around Lake Cavanaugh
Fun Run will be held on August 2rd this year.
Our membership is at 31, and we welcome
new members anytime!
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Lake Cavanaugh
Community Happenings
Barbara Busby
Wonderful to have some beautiful Spring
weather. It is good to see neighbors out walking,
biking, and working in their yards.
We usually have Happy Hour on the fourth
Saturday of the month from 4 to 6 p.m. It is a great
time to stay connected with your friends and
neighbors. Sometimes the date gets changed due to
other events; we post updates on the Reader Board
and the Lake Cavanaugh Face Book Page.
We had a fun Ladies Valentine Luncheon on
February 15th.
We had a wonderful Chili dinner/fund raiser
for the Mud slide victims at Oso on April 12th. There
were approximately 85 in attendance. Fire Fighters
from the Oso Fire Dept. were in attendance and gave
us much information on how the recovery process is
continuing. $6,500 was donated to the REF account
for the victims and $700 was donated to go to the
Red Cross. The “REF” account is the Darrington
Recreational and Education Foundation. It is an
existing foundation in Darrington to provide
immediate assistance when needed. REF is
equipped to provide immediate needs - food and
clothing, for instance, of the Oso Mudslide victims.
The REF was originally established by the Darrington
School District. The REF, a nonprofit, is now
community wide and is working with North Counties
Family Services Relief Fund to assist the victims of
the Oso Mudslide.

If you would like to contribute, you can send a
check to:
REF Donation, Account 6007002246
Coastal Community Bank
PO Box 90
Darrington, WA 98241
On April 29th, Robert and Rebecca Getz
hosted the wedding for son Jonathon and bride
Lindy at the Community Center. It was a
beautiful event, well attended and enjoyed. It
should be noted, whenever possible, when it
comes to a rental event, unless there is a
conflicting event, we allow set up for an event
the day before and clean up the day after. That
is almost unheard of at other facilities.
Chris Neilsen headed up the 11th Annual
Litter Pick Up on April 26th. Volunteers picked up
23 miles of roadways leading to and around the
Lake. The County supplies the trash bags and
picks up the bags following the event. We
appreciate our neighbors on Lake Cavanaugh Road
- the Reichters at Finn Settlement, Petersons
from Peter Burns Road and the Sabins and Olsens
from Lake Cavanaugh Road - joining in to help
out. Laura Kahn with the County Crew came May
1st to pick up the bags and some litter from other
areas that were not easily accessible by our
crews. I usually have refreshments for them at
the Community Center and offer them a rest
room break. They appreciate that.
Have a safe and Happy Spring!
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2014 Fireworks Season
Coming Soon!

Violation/911 calls regarding Fireworks

Larita Humble
Below is a reminder of the legal dates and
times allowable to ignite fireworks in legal areas
of Washington State including Lake Cavanaugh.
For additional information regarding fireworks and
related issues, please refer to the lake website at
www.lakecavanaugh.info and click on the fire
department link.
Please share this important information
with friends, family and neighbors to help
maintain a safe and legal community.
From the Office of the State Fire Marshal
the dates and times common fireworks may be
legally sold or discharged in areas with no ban or
restrictions are:
June 28th……Between 12:00PM (Noon) and 11:00PM
June 29th - July 3rd…Between 9:00AM and 11:00PM
July 4th………Between 9AM and 12:00AM (Midnight)
July 5th…………………Between 9:00 AM and 11:00PM
Dec. 31st………………Between 6:00PM and 1:00AM

When contacted and asked the question, the
Skagit County Sheriff’s office states that
currently they respond to virtually every call.
The number of deputies has decreased and they
are forced to prioritize calls based on their
severity.
A report of illegal discharge of fireworks
would be a lower priority call. If the report was
during a burn ban, it would receive a much
higher priority. The Sheriff’s office generally
issues a verbal warning for a first offense;
however subsequent offenses or if during a burn
ban could result in a citation being issued. The
offense is a criminal violation with a bail of
$250.00 or violations of over one pound of
explosives is a $500.00 bail. The actual penalty
could theoretically include jail time, but the
penalty is set by the judge. Information for the
Snohomish County Sheriff’s Department was not
compiled at this writing.
There is more information regarding
fireworks on the Lake Cavanaugh web site at
www.lakecavanaugh.info. Click on “Fireworks
Information” under the LC Fire Department
tab.

Get ready to rummage at the Lake Cavanaugh Rummage sale! This year’s sale will take
place July 4, 5 & 6th from 9am - 5pm. Rummage Sale items may be left at the Community Center
beginning Saturday June 28th. All items must be CLEAN & WORKING. Large items may be OK'D by
an on-site sale volunteer if someone is on site. If a volunteer is not available, PLEASE tape your
name & phone number on the item. Large items not sold MUST be picked up after sale.
DO NOT BRING:
Old Tires
Old Analog TVs
Old Computer Equipment
To be successful, the rummage sale needs volunteers! Specifically, we are asking volunteers
to provide food and/or lunch for those working at the sale. We need food provided Sunday, June
29th thru Sunday, July 6th.
Take note: This is NOT a DUMPING SITE!!! The "Dumpster Weekend" will follow on July
12th - 13th! If additional information is needed, please contact Rae Crider via email
(searetpd14@comcast.net) or cell (206-920-5684). Thank You!
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Lake Cavanaugh Water
Level Update – May 2014
Joe Geivett
It is time for an update from the lake level
committee. Over the past year we have been
working to collect data related to historic and
current lake levels in an effort to understand
influences that impact extreme water levels (both
high and low). Through research, interviews with
agencies and measurements conducted using new
modern monitoring equipment we have found the
following info:
 Lake Cavanaugh drains a basin of
approximately 8.2 Square Miles (updated to
7.36 miles by ACOE in 1996). Elevation of
basin ranges from 2,681 feet at the top of
Frailey Mountain to the South to 1009 at the
lake.
 The Lake is approximately 850 acres (1.2 sq
miles) in size. 2.7 miles long and 0.9 miles
wide at widest point. Perimeter is 7 miles.
Recorded lake fluctuations (per Army Corps
Of Engineers 1996) range from extreme low
of 1008.9 to 1014 during flooding
conditions. Normal Summer lake level
elevation is 1009.5. Lake volume is 35,800
AC-FT. Mean depth is 44 feet. Maximum
Depth is 80 feet. Length of shoreline is
40,100 feet.
 In 1951, records indicate the lake
fluctuated 4.28 ft during the year.











1971 had a severe low level similar to what
was experienced in October 2012…..around
1008.6. Fluctuation this year was about 5.5 ft.
All time high level (that was recorded):
1015.6 ft in 2006 after the ice from the lake
clogged the log jam at the outfall and caused
an extreme condition following a winter
storm. Extreme High levels were experienced
in 1951 and 1970, and Jan 2009 as well.
This year (2013/2014) the high level was
recorded on January 14, 2014 (1012.78) and
the low was on August 28, 2013 (1009.02).
Rainfall data continues to be collected
through a couple of rain gauges located at the
lake. We are still reconciling rainfall for the
winter, but the month of March saw rainfall
totaling almost 22 inches…..very high for a
single month. A complete summary of rainfall
will be published soon.
We have some lake level data that was
collected and recorded by residents on the
lake on a USGS data staff from years past.
Since September 2013 we have been recording
the Daily lake level with a mechanical data
logger that has been working flawlessly for
the past 6 months.

We will continue to collect daily data and monitor
the lake and share our findings with the community.
As we collect more info, we will gain a better
understanding of the natural cycle for the lake and
features that influence the extreme levels. Look for
an update in the next newsletter.

Lake Cavanaugh Realty has a new website!
www.lakecavrealty.com
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Congratulations Are Due!
Robert & Rebecca Getz

Our son Jonathan and his bride Lindy were
married Saturday evening March 29th at the Lake
Cavanaugh Community Center. The ceremony and
reception was attended by 80 family and friends.
The colors were fuchsia and navy blue. Tables were
set in white table clothes with navy blue napkins
and fuchsia streamers along with vases of Gerber
daisies. The candles were lit with the lights set
low… the glow was perfect for a wedding. It was a
beautiful ceremony followed by good food and fun.
The bride’s three aunts prepared the meal
for the reception and were so impressed and raved
about the kitchen and setup. It was so convenient
to have this gathering place available to use and our
family enjoyed being so close. The bride and groom
spent their honeymoon weekend in Seattle touring
Pike Place Market among other sites and taking it
easy.

Honoring Paul & Mary Smedley
Friends and neighbors of Paul and Mary
Smedley have honored them by donating funds for a
Memory Bench located at the Community Center.
Lake Cavanaugh Construction employee, Ed Steinsiek,
built the 8-foot bench. It is Beautiful! Laura
Smedley Mace will have a commemorative plaque
installed this summer.
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To advertise in the Lake Cavanaugh Newsletter, please contact
Gay Duvall by email (duvallg@comcast.net) or by phone (206.284.3501)

Cell: 360-661.2003
Home: 360-422-5729
Email: scott@communityplumbing.biz
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Frontier High Speed Internet
From www.lakecavanaugh.info;
originally posted January 3, 2014
Frontier high speed internet will be available
very soon. Frontier has buried a fiber cable from
highway 530 up to the northwest side of the lake.
The speeds available are dependent on the distance
between your home and the hub located at the
southwest corner of the lake.
Pricing starts at $19.99 for up to 6meg
download speeds with unlimited amount of
downloads unlike satellite companies that have a cap
on their downloads.

Offering Premium Boat and Jet Ski Lifts at a Fair Price,
Located on Big Lake Since 1998.
info@boatliftsintl.com – 360 770-5523 –
www.boatliftsintl.com

If you are interested in being notified when
the service is activated, send your name, address,
Frontier phone number (if applicable) and a contact
number to John Gentry at john.h.gentry@ftr.com
or 425-582-1740.
Fresh, Naturally Grown Produce and
Flowers
27998 Lake Cavanaugh Road

Market Stand
June - September
Fri 4 pm - 7 pm & Sat 9 am – 1 pm
Special Occasion Bouquets
360-442-7706
bbrown@drizzle.com
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Skagit County
Public Works Update
Dale Klinger

Several hundred yards of asphalt grindings have been put on Deer Creek Road. This
material should hold up much better than just plain crushed rock. As the summer months come
it should bind together very well.
We also have some tree removal and drainage maintenance to do on the road as well.
Around the Lake, we have a few small drainage issues to deal with and some trees to clear and
trim. All wood we remove will go to the Community Center for the residents use. We will also
be putting down some asphalt patches and will be chip sealing all the roads at the Lake this
year.
We will keep you informed to let you know when and where we will be working so you
can inform the rest of the residents the best you can so we can keep traffic moving with the
least delays.
We will be closing sections on North Shore as we work on it. Traffic won’t be able to get
by on the narrow section, and we will keep you updated on that. Skagit County will send out
information on the road closures.

Page 10

Lake Cavanaugh News / May 2014

GET THESE LCIA and LCCC EVENTS ON YOUR CALENDAR!
May 24, 10 a.m., LCCC: LCIA Meeting – All are welcome! Coffee & Sweets at 9:30a.m. This is a great time to
get your yearly LCIA Dues paid!
May 24, 4-6p.m., LCCC: Happy Hour! Bring an appetizer and your drink of choice; coffee is always provided.
NOTE: LCCC Happy Hours are usually the 4rd Saturday of each month unless there is a paid catered event.
May 25, 8am-12pm, Fire Hall: LCFDA Pancake Breakfast; support the Auxiliary and get your quilt raffle
ticket!
June 28, 4-6p.m., LCCC: Happy Hour! Bring an appetizer and your drink of choice; coffee is always provided.
July 4, 5, 6, 9am-5pm, LCCC: Lake Cavanaugh Rummage Sale (see article on pg 3 for more information)
July 6, 10 a.m., LCCC: LCIA Meeting – All are welcome!
July 11-13th, hours of operation TBD, LCCC: Lake Cavanaugh Dumpster Weekend
July 26, 4-6p.m., LCCC: Happy Hour! Bring an appetizer and your drink of choice; coffee is always provided.
August 2: 29th “Once Around Lake Cavanaugh” Fun Run – Entry form available at www.lakecavanaugh.info
August 3, 1 p.m., LCCC: LCIA Meeting – All are welcome!
August 23, 4-6p.m., LCCC: Happy Hour! Bring an appetizer and your drink of choice; coffee is always
provided.
August 31, 10 a.m., LCCC: LCIA Meeting – All are welcome!
September 27, 4-6p.m., LCCC: Happy Hour! Bring an appetizer and your drink of choice; coffee is always
provided.

Using The LakeCavanaugh.Info Web Page Wisely
What can you find and do at www.lakecavanaugh.info? Check it out:
 Pay your dues on line! On the lakecavanaugh.info home page, simply double click on the link to

pay electronically via paypal. Follow the prompts and you will be done within a couple of
minutes. Update your contact information and email address if needed. And, as the French would
say – “Finis!!”

 Find out what’s happening with the Skagit County Shoreline Master Program Planning Commission –
decisions are being made which will affect lake residents.

 Sign up for the “Once Around Lake Cavanaugh” Fun Run, and so much more!
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LCIA Dues and Donation Form
LCIA Annual Dues $40.00
Gift Subscription $20.00

 Donation to Community

You may order additional subscriptions to the newsletter for
friends and family members. Please provide name and address
on a separate sheet.

Center Sustaining Fund

$________________








Electronic Newsletter Delivery
Phone Directory Sign-up or Listing Update
All properties will be listed in the next directory. If you do not want your phone number listed you can write a letter or an e-mail to the LCIA. (We
suggest listing your home phone for security reasons so you can be easily contacted in the case of an emergency.) When the next directory is issued,
the first copy will be distributed to LCIA members free of charge. Non-members will be able to purchase a copy.

Name
Home Address
Home Phone
E-Mail
Lake Address ____________________________________________
Mail this form and your check to:

Lake Phone

Lake Cavanaugh Improvement Association
35022 South Shore Drive
Mount Vernon, WA 98274

PREFERRED OPTION: PAY ONLINE! Find the payment form under the “LCIA” tab on www.lakecavanaugh.info

2014 LCIA Meeting Dates
May 24, 10 a.m.
July 5, 10 a.m.
2014 Officers
President:
Vice President:
Treasurer:
Secretary:
Trustees:

August 2, 1 p.m.
August 30, 10 a.m.

Chris Kane
Dean Crider
Robert Getz
Gary Duvall
Barbara Busby, Brent Humble,
Pete Ostenson, Vicki Sanders

The newsletter is published by the Lake Cavanaugh
Improvement Association (LCIA). The first newsletter of the
summer season is sent to all Lake Cavanaugh residents;
subsequent newsletters are sent only to dues-paying members of
LCIA.
LCIA-sponsored web site: www.lakecavanaugh.info
Praise/Complaint Dept: Chris Kane,
ckane@kanelaw.net or 206-799-3244
Webmaster: Vickie Sanders, lcwebmaster@hotmail.com
Newsletter: Lise Richardson,
lise_richardson@hotmail.com or 425.802.5473
Advertising: Gay Duvall,
duvallg@comcast.net or 206.330.5305

The Lake Cavanaugh News team
welcomes articles, ads, memories
and/or pictures for inclusion
in the Lake Cavanaugh newsletters!

The Lake Cavanaugh News team would like to
thank all the advertisers who have placed ads in the
Lake Cavanaugh News
and all the contributors of the reading material.
Your support makes these newsletters possible!

Lake Cavanaugh News
35022 South Shore Drive
Mount Vernon, WA 98274
Return Service Requested

SUBMISSION DEADLINE for the
June Newsletter:

JUNE 6, 2014

Stay in touch: Join the LCIA on Facebook!
Join the group “Lake Cavanaugh Community”
at
http://www.facebook.com/groups/282192631838163.
Read and post information about upcoming events
and other happenings at the Lake!

